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February Meeting
Monday 2/9 PFLAG Geneva/Tri-Cities Monthly Support
Meeting

Topic: Navigating Important Conversations with Big
Emotions 
Time & Location: 6-8p.m. Our Support Meeting in
February will be held exclusively online (Zoom) on
February 9th, with no in-person attendance option
available.
If you are already registered to receive our monthly hybrid
link, please note that you ** MUST** sign up again for
February’s meeting in order to receive the link.
Zoom Registration Link for February 9  th

 

Greetings PFLAG Geneva/Tri-Cities!
We extend a heartfelt welcome to our new friends
—it's wonderful to have you with us! 
We are also thankful for our continued friendships with all of our
PFLAGers!
It’s Black History Month.” In the words of Angela Davis, Black
lesbian civil rights activist, philosopher, and writer: “Justice is
indivisible. You can't decide who gets civil rights and who
doesn't.”
This Black History Month, as every month, we rise in solidarity
with our Black LGBTQ+ loved ones, and commit ourselves to the
fight for intersectional justice.”
Join us on social media this month, as we honor Black LGBTQ+
trailblazers.

Welcome!

PFLAG Geneva/Tri-Cities Website

https://forms.gle/ooNvU58BkhyXtvk37
https://genevatricities.pflag.org/


Upcoming PFLAG Events & 
Community Organizations

PFLAG Geneva/Tri-Cities Events
2/9 Monthly Support Meeting

Topic: Navigating Important Conversations with Big Emotions
The meeting this month is only available via ZOOM, NO In-Person option this month.
Everyone must sign up here to attend: Zoom Registration

2/22 Movie Matinee - 1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture 1946 The
Mistranslation that Shifted a Culture Co-Hosting with Baker Memorial United Methodist
Church @ Baker. Please see our flyer regarding this event on the following page.
3/9 Monthly Meeting: Guest Speaker JJ Celli, Author, Poetry, Memoir. JJ holds a BS, BA,
and MA in Forensic Psychology and recently retired as a Patrol and Detective Sergeant
after nearly 23 years in law enforcement. As a published author, her work highlights the
system's failure to recognize same-sex intimate partner violence. Her book, “In Love Letters
and Pocket Knives,” features autobiographical poems that explore trauma, intimacy, love,
and resilience, providing an unfiltered look into her life. She will have copies of her work
available to purchase.
3/14 Volunteer Event 10-1 @ Baker Memoria United Methodist Church, 307 Cedar Avenue,
St. Charles, IL

Join us for replenishing button inventory, assembling pride swag bags, brainstorming,
and much more! Everyone is welcome, regardless of chapter membership or meeting
attendance. 
For more information and to sign up, click here: Volunteer Event

Most text that is underlined, is linked, allowing
you to click and discover more information!

Discover some of our local LGBTQ+ organizations and their monthly activities below. 
For a more comprehensive list of local organizations, please visit the Resources section on
our website.

Belong Fox Valley’s Monthly Events Here

IL West Suburbs LGBT Community  

 Aurora LGBTQ+ Advisory Board’s Events on social media 

Elgin Pride Events

West Suburban Community Network through Youth Outlook

Local LGBTQ+ Organizations

If this is your first time joining us, please contact us by the Sunday
before our meeting for our location or if you're interested in joining us
via Zoom.

 pflaggenevatricities@gmail.com
 

Our monthly meetings take place on the second Monday of each
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

https://genevatricities.pflag.org/get-involved/
https://forms.gle/ooNvU58BkhyXtvk37
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://bakermemorialchurch.org/
https://bakermemorialchurch.org/
https://jjcelli.com/
https://forms.gle/516gBNK2k8kVsSFWA
https://forms.gle/516gBNK2k8kVsSFWA
https://genevatricities.pflag.org/local-resources/
https://www.belongfoxvalley.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564107170377
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564107170377
https://www.facebook.com/COALGBTQAdvisoryBoard
https://www.facebook.com/COALGBTQAdvisoryBoard
https://www.facebook.com/COALGBTQAdvisoryBoard
https://www.elginpride.org/events2025
https://padlet.com/carolynwahlskog/west-suburban-community-network-by-youth-outlook-ae2pr42y6j7uq1x3
https://youth-outlook.org/
mailto:pflaggenevatricities@gmail.com


MOVIE MATINEE
1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture is a feature documentary that follows the story of
tireless researchers who trace the origins of the anti-gay movement among Christians to a grave
mistranslation of the Bible in 1946.
This is a complimentary event! We will provide lemonade, popcorn, and some sweets for your
enjoyment during the movie.

We are excited for our partnership with Baker
Memorial United Methodist Church to present
a screening of the documentary 
1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture.

 https://www.1946themovie.com/

Please sign up here: https://forms.gle/yCrWDGcJwUCcAEt17 so we can prepare
accordingly. We will also send out a reminder email the day before the event.   

After the film, anyone
interested is welcome to
join a discussion with
Pastor David Aslesen
and board members
from PFLAG Geneva/Tri-
Cities.

PFLAG Resources: 
Click on the links below

Faith In Our Families

Leading With Love…
Actions for Allies

https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://www.1946themovie.com/
https://forms.gle/i5LbE9AzLSXGtqzLA
https://forms.gle/i5LbE9AzLSXGtqzLA
https://pflag.org/resource/faith-in-our-families/
https://straightforequality.org/resource/leadingwithlove/
https://straightforequality.org/resource/leadingwithlove/


PFLAG Council of Northern IL (PCNI)
The Council is a coalition of PFLAG chapters within the greater Chicago land area. PFLAG
Geneva/Tri-Cities is one of the 19 PFLAG chapters who is a part of PCNI.
PCNI was formed in the late 1990’s as a vehicle for unifying PFLAG’s presence and voice in
Northern Illinois. Many chapters working together can accomplish far more than chapters
acting individually. 

Open Doors is the monthly newsletter of PCNI. It brings you reports about local PFLAG
chapter meetings and other events, news, and creative content by, for, and about LGBTQ+
people.

February 2026 issue of Open Doors                                                    
In this issue:
PCNI Scholarship 2026
Chapter news
How to be an advocate
Art by Tali Lopez
The Gender and Sexuality Center of UIC

Subscribe to Open Doors

 

PFLAG COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IL

PFLAG Chapters in Illinois

https://tinyurl.com/pcni2602
https://pflagillinois.org/about-2/about/
https://tinyurl.com/pcni2602
https://mailchi.mp/b64bb37c8a53/opendoors
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?ll=41.60471841986214%2C-88.78413256562499&z=8&mid=1TwX39HNtTCqngiakxfLXfjkypP-Vzvpg


Last month, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) proposed
new rules that would restrict transgender youth’s access to medically
necessary care. 
One proposal would put Medicare and Medicaid funding at risk for hospitals
that provide gender-affirming care to trans and nonbinary youth under 18. 
Another would block Medicaid and CHIP from covering this care for young
people under 18 and 19. These proposals are not yet in effect, but they would
cause serious harm if finalized.

We can push back by submitting public comments to CMS. 
Visit PFLAG National’s guide submitting public comments to learn how to
take action—comments must be submitted by Tuesday, February 17, 2026.

PFLAG National News

Have you signed up to receive ACTION ALERTS from
PFLAG National? More work is being done in rapid-
response mode, and we hope to have all PFLAG
members and supporters engaged.

ACTION ALERT

Ways You Can Take Action
Tell your lawmakers to stand up for LGBTQ+ families

Commit to advocate for LGBTQ+ Rights

Join the Fight

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/hhs-slash-funding-prohibit-access-trans-care-minors-rcna249874
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/hhs-slash-funding-prohibit-access-trans-care-minors-rcna249874
https://pflag.org/cms_publiccomment/
https://cdp51.tracking.e360.salesforce.com/click?jwt=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJ0ZW5hbnRfaWQiOiJhMzYwL3Byb2Q1LzBiNjkyMjc2MzQ1MjQzZWJhYjMwZmNiZWI2ZDMyOGQ2IiwiY3JlYXRpb25fdGltZSI6MTc2OTk2NDY1OCwiY29tcG9uZW50X2lkIjoiZTYyYTY4NDktMDMxOS00ZGYwLWFjYjQtMTAwNTAwNGQ4ZTBlIiwibWVzc2FnZV9pZCI6IjByODU2d2s5cnRtYmU5NTRlbTRlc2V2MSMwcjg1NndrOXdua21jNWNhY21yY2ZtNWYiLCJjaGFubmVsX3R5cGUiOiJlbWFpbCIsImV4cCI6MTgwMTUwMDY1OCwicmVkaXJlY3RfdXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wZmxhZy5vcmcvam9pbnRoZWZpZ2h0LyIsImluZGl2aWR1YWxfaWQiOiIwMDNVRzAwMDAwRnBPeExZQVYifQ.OBZefUEd1teZ4-phzfmc67SpgU6hJr-kk9HWvzoOlwI
https://pflag.org/fightingforourpride/
https://act.pflag.org/page/89783/action/1?_gl=1*u9blt2*_gcl_au*MTQyMTMwMDM3OC4xNzY0NzEyNDA2LjE2MjA5MTA4MTEuMTc2NzkxNjM3Ni4xNzY3OTE2Mzc1*_ga*MzgwMzQyMDQ4LjE3MDMxOTA5MTQ.*_ga_Q6033F08YZ*czE3NzAwMTExNjIkbzYxNyRnMSR0MTc3MDAxMzU5NyRqMzkkbDAkaDA.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehJEftkrFFoBADIJymoavwDpNiLDGaAXxdhiOl0obaeQtihQ/viewform
https://act.pflag.org/page/89783/action/1?_gl=1*u9blt2*_gcl_au*MTQyMTMwMDM3OC4xNzY0NzEyNDA2LjE2MjA5MTA4MTEuMTc2NzkxNjM3Ni4xNzY3OTE2Mzc1*_ga*MzgwMzQyMDQ4LjE3MDMxOTA5MTQ.*_ga_Q6033F08YZ*czE3NzAwMTExNjIkbzYxNyRnMSR0MTc3MDAxMzU5NyRqMzkkbDAkaDA.
https://pflag.org/jointhefight/


Vote.org
League of Women Voters Illinois

Voting Basics
What’s on Your Ballot
Vote 411 - Illinois

PFLAG CONNECTS COMMUNITY
AND VOTING INFORMATION

Illinois State Board of Elections
Information for Voters
Find Your Jurisdiction

This will lead you to your
candidate list

Next Election - Primary 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026

“Someone struggled for your right to vote. Use it.”
— Susan B. Anthony, women’s rights activist 

___________________________________________________________

Our PFLAG Connects:
Black/African American
Community provides a
safe, moderated space for
those at the intersection of
Black and LGBTQ+ identity.
Although our life
experiences are unique,
it’s important that we
come together as a
community to connect,
learn from, and uplift one
another.

PFLAG Connects:
Black/African American
Community virtually
meets on the second
Tuesday of the month at
9pm ET, with the next
meeting taking place this
week, February 10. Learn
more at
pflag.org/connects/com
munities/black

Support

https://www.vote.org/
https://www.lwvil.org/
https://www.lwvil.org/voting-basics
https://www.vote411.org/lwvil
https://www.vote411.org/illinois
https://www.elections.il.gov/
https://www.elections.il.gov/InformationForVoters.aspx?MID=I0cuvBFuZRw%3d
https://www.elections.il.gov/ElectionOperations/ElectionAuthorities.aspx
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fpflag.org%2Fconnects%2Fcommunities%2Fblack%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeFZUbnpZSkNWT1g3UGNjeHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzUxNDc3MTU2OTIyODA2MQABHkl-BmAwr5ak4Z1oUmdXPp4hctodTCeOW9X62MHYxrY2UQ-y4pQm5rqu37FZ_aem_V28fJ7p2sPSQJNa9MFPzdw&h=AT2G-VVBfLQ2G0vLWcACSze2AZOpFL3-XLygiLbbwwg3sFFypCHlDRsQpIwBZQRcVYXDRTK83w_5RJaXnhq3aNNfXydPMvF9NTtpz1RcGzdz8qwIpIhQn3sFQTP85I4VPHRKfX62CeEmhg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT38YMPeR6xWY6PkKWVs5AAzH1ckfcDX2nsJLfxVWCz9_pVsp4CTXDjTv5pKKN0_O6v9KTMKtxe0Yhll-a5LQ7u-i6IW-fBc62mbO9qYoJYkYvw6wvM1SMJ3SkxuMZEQ9NNXkSJjDivmSEuYbmQCLmTTQegLGdV8lzmM9CUNUA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fpflag.org%2Fconnects%2Fcommunities%2Fblack%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeFZUbnpZSkNWT1g3UGNjeHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzUxNDc3MTU2OTIyODA2MQABHkl-BmAwr5ak4Z1oUmdXPp4hctodTCeOW9X62MHYxrY2UQ-y4pQm5rqu37FZ_aem_V28fJ7p2sPSQJNa9MFPzdw&h=AT2G-VVBfLQ2G0vLWcACSze2AZOpFL3-XLygiLbbwwg3sFFypCHlDRsQpIwBZQRcVYXDRTK83w_5RJaXnhq3aNNfXydPMvF9NTtpz1RcGzdz8qwIpIhQn3sFQTP85I4VPHRKfX62CeEmhg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT38YMPeR6xWY6PkKWVs5AAzH1ckfcDX2nsJLfxVWCz9_pVsp4CTXDjTv5pKKN0_O6v9KTMKtxe0Yhll-a5LQ7u-i6IW-fBc62mbO9qYoJYkYvw6wvM1SMJ3SkxuMZEQ9NNXkSJjDivmSEuYbmQCLmTTQegLGdV8lzmM9CUNUA


P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Calls to Action - 
Show Up - Get Involved

School Board Meetings
Library Board Meetings

Mobilize - There’s Power in Numbers
Organize & Strategize
Brainstorm
Make Your Voice Heard

Lobbying
5 Calls - Make your voice heard

Share Your Story
Sharing personal experiences can shift
perspectives and touch hearts.

Join Rallys
Protest Safely
Reach out to your State & Federal
Representatives

Email
Call
Go in Person

Action Steps

Advocacy Resources
PFLAG National Advocacy Tools: Join the
fight!
Advocacy Video Training Series: Advocacy
in 10 minutes or less!
Advocacy at All Levels: Making Your PFLAG
Voice Heard 

PFLAG National Newsletter
PFLAG Connects Communities

A4TE    - Trans Resource
 
            

ACLU
Take Action

Chase Strangio 
Co-Director of the ACLU's LGBT & HIV Project

Equality IL
Erin In The Morning

Erin Reed, Trans Reporter - Excellent Resource
GLESEN

HRC
Illinois State Board of Elections
Find My Elected Officials
Illinois Department of Human Rights
 Illinois Attorney GeneralKwame Raoul

Civil Rights Immigration Rights

LambdaLegal
Queering the Burbs
Sage Advocacy Services for LGBTQ+
Elders
TJLP - Name & Gender change resource
Trangender Law Center

The Trevor Project

Trans Youth for Eqality Foundation
(TYEF)
Heather Cox Richardson

Professor of American history-she explains
daily how the political landscape affects lives

Advocacy & Resources

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Please note we have a public Facebook page and a private group. 
To join the private group, click the blue Facebook icon & answer the membership questions.

Private GroupPublicPage @pflaggenevatricit.bsky.social

CLICK ON THE ICONS TO CONNECT

Resources
Get Connected

Discover New Resources 

Advocate
 Figure Out What Works For You 

Where Do We Start?

pflaggenevatricities@gmail.com

@PFLAGgenevatricities@PFLAGgenevatricities

https://www.facebook.com/PFLAGgenevatricities
mailto:pflaggenevatricities@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/pflaggenevatricities/
https://bsky.app/profile/pflaggenevatricit.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pflaggenevatricitiesconnect
https://pflag.org/resource/lobbying/
https://5calls.org/
https://pflag.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Protesting-Safely.pdf
https://pflag.org/fightingcensorship-language/
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc316f613-86e4-458b-987a-3328b50d57af/2cad90d0-2b5d-4540-a17c-af49080a5a00
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc316f613-86e4-458b-987a-3328b50d57af/2cad90d0-2b5d-4540-a17c-af49080a5a00
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb6606542-3568-4fed-b014-b50dfd517b86/2cad90d0-2b5d-4540-a17c-af49080a5a00
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb6606542-3568-4fed-b014-b50dfd517b86/2cad90d0-2b5d-4540-a17c-af49080a5a00
https://pflag.org/resource/pao-advocacy-all-levels/
https://pflag.org/resource/pao-advocacy-all-levels/
https://pflag.org/resource/pao-advocacy-all-levels/
https://pflag.org/newsletter-sign-up/
https://pflag.org/connects-communities/
https://transequality.org/
https://transequality.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.aclu.org/action
https://www.instagram.com/chasestrangio
https://www.equalityillinois.us/
https://www.erininthemorning.com/
https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.hrc.org/
https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/districtofficialsearchbyaddress.aspx
https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/districtofficialsearchbyaddress.aspx
https://dhr.illinois.gov/
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/rights-of-the-people/civil-rights/immigration/
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/rights-of-the-people/civil-rights/immigration/
https://lambdalegal.org/
https://queeringtheburbs.substack.com/
https://www.sageusa.org/
https://www.sageusa.org/
https://www.tjlp.org/
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://www.transyouthequality.org/
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/

